Proposal to add differentiation to the Bachelor of Arts Degree conferred by the College of Arts and Sciences at The Ohio State University
For the perusal of Arts and Sciences Curriculum Committee

Undergraduate students completing a Bachelor of Arts or Bachelor of Science degree with the College of Arts and Sciences (ASC) must complete at least one course in each of the seven General Education Foundations categories: Historical and Cultural Studies; Race, Ethnicity and Gender Diversity; Social and Behavioral Sciences; Writing and Information Literacy; Literary, Visual and Performing Arts; Natural Sciences; and Mathematical and Quantitative Reasoning/Data Analysis. The new Civics requirement established by the State of Ohio will be placed in a GEN Foundations category, usually either Historical and Cultural Studies; Race, Ethnicity and Gender Diversity; Social and Behavioral Sciences; or Literary, Visual and Performing Arts. 

The following proposal is designed to ensure that (1) ASC undergraduate students complete an education that aligns with President Ted Carter’s vision for Education for Citizenship 2035 and (2) the Bachelor of Arts (BA) degree meets the expectations for BA degrees as established by the Ohio Department of Higher Education (ODHE).  The ODHE requires that a Bachelor of Arts degree is structured to include additional arts/humanities/social science training and that the Bachelor of Science (BS) degree requires additional math/science training. Currently our BS degree requires calculus, which is not required for the BA degree, so it satisfies the ODHE requirement.  However, we have no additional requirement for the BA degree.

Therefore, ASCC proposes the addition of a 3-credit hour college requirement for completion of a BA degree. This addition will not only satisfy the ODHE mandate but also will ensure that students receive concrete foundational knowledge that benefits their workforce development and educational standing.       

Per the new proposal, students will take an additional 3-credit hour course in the same GEN Foundation category as the course they took to fulfill their civics literacy requirement. This additional class should not be another course approved for the State of Ohio civics requirement.
For example, if a student takes their civics requirement foundation in Historical and Cultural Studies, they will be required to take another non-civics-approved course in Historical and Cultural Studies so their education in this category is well-rounded. 

Benefits of this requirement:

1. As a land grant university with a mission to create and discover knowledge to improve the well-being of our local, state, regional, national and global communities, this requirement adds to students’ breadth of knowledge so they can serve their workplaces and communities.
2. It ensures that students’ understanding of critical matters related to education for citizenship is enhanced.
3. It ensures compliance with ODHE degree requirements.
